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Nothing can stop God’s mission when His
people falithfully proclaim the gospel.




God fulfills
His promises

After three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered In the
Island—It was an Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of the twin gods
Castor and Pollux. > We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days.
' From there we set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south
wind came up, and on the following day we reached Puteoli. ™ There we
found some brothers and sisters who invited us to spend a week with
them. And so we came to Rome. ® The brothers and sisters there had
heard that we were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of
Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of these people
Paul thanked God and was encouraged. '° When we got to Rome, Paul
was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him.

ACTS 28:11-16 NIV




Faithfully
proclaim Jesus

Three days later he called together the local Jewish leaders. When they
had assembled, Paul said to them: “My brothers, although | have done
nothing against our people or against the customs of our ancestors, |
was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. ® They
examined me and wanted to release me, because | was not guilty of any
crime deserving death. ® The Jews objected, so | was compelled to
make an appeal to Caesar. | certainly did not intend to bring any charge
against my own people. *° For this reason | have asked to see you and
talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel that | am bound with

this chain.”

ACTS 28:17-20 NIV




For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then

to the Gentile.

ROMANS 1:16 NIV




Faithfully
proclaim Jesus

They replied, “We have not received any letters from Judea concerning
you, and none of our people who have come from there has reported or
said anything bad about you. % But we want to hear what your views
are, for we know that people everywhere are talking against this sect.”

23 They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger
numbers to the place where he was staying. He witnessed to them from
morning till evening, explaining about the kingdom of God, and from
the Law of Moses and from the Prophets he tried to persuade them
about Jesus. * Some were convinced by what he said, but others would
not believe.

ACTS 28:21-24 NIV




Culture-Centered Warrior Gospel-Centered Warrior

+ Starts with what’s wrong in culture + Starts with who Jesus is

+ Seeks affirmation of Christian belifs + Invities people to follow Christ

+ Relies primarily on persuasion and debate + Relies on the power of the Holy Spirit and the gospel
+ Measures success by cultural influence + Measures faithfulness by obedience to Christ

+ Often produces defensiveness + Extends an invitation to grace and transformation




They disagreed among themselves and began to leave after Paul had
made this final statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your
ancestors when he said through Isaiah the prophet:

26 4Go to this people and say,
“You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
- you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”

Tr u St G Od Wlt h 2T For this people’s heart has become calloused;

y they hardly hear with their ears,
peo p le S res po n Se and they have closed their eyes.

Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,

understand with their hearts
and turn, and | would heal them.™

ACTS 28:25-27 NIV




Tr u St G Od Wit h ;Tehnetzle;(s),r:r:c?llvtinetyyv(\)/ﬁltl(i)srenr(\)!xv that God’s salvation has been sent to the
pEODIE’S response ACTS 28:28 NIV




m For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and
NOth I n Can Sto welcomed all who came to see him. °' He proclaimed the kingdom of
g p God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and

God’s mission

ACTS 28:30-31 NIV




Culture-Centered Warrior Gospel-Centered Warrior

+ Starts with what’s wrong in culture + Starts with who Jesus is

+ Seeks affirmation of Christian belifs + Invities people to follow Christ

+ Relies primarily on persuasion and debate + Relies on the power of the Holy Spirit and the gospel
+ Measures success by cultural influence + Measures faithfulness by obedience to Christ

+ Often produces defensiveness + Extends an invitation to grace and transformation
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Nothing can stop God’s mission when His
people falithfully proclaim the gospel.
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